
ELEMENTARY LESSON: THE SACRIFICE;   Theme; JESUS THE LAMB OF GOD 

MEMORY VERSE: JOHN 1:29; The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 

1 PETER 1:18&19; For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver and gold that you 

were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

In the very beginning, God told Adam that because of his disobedience, he would surely die. But God 

also had a plan to save us from death. This is why sacrifices were made.                                                       

An animal was killed in the place of man. In the Old Testament the sacrifices were animals, usually lambs 

or goats or bulls that were killed.  These animals had to be perfect, without spot or blemish.                                                      

All these were reminders of the fact that a death was required to pay the penalty of our sin.                  

But no animal sacrifice was really enough to pay that penalty.                                                                                     

But God’s promise was to send a Savior to be the one sacrifice that would be enough.                            

That sacrifice was Jesus. He had to be perfect, without sin so God sent His own Son. 

Jesus was crucified, put to death at the time of the Jewish Passover feast. This was a special feast during 

which the people celebrated the long ago time when they were let free from slavery in Egypt.         

Exodus 12 tells that story. (read Exodus 12:1-41; or a condensed version) 

When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming to be baptized, he recognized that Jesus was this promised 

Lamb of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exodus 12 (condensed version);                                                                                                                             

God had sent plagues on Egypt to show the people that He alone is God. But Pharaoh was stubborn and 

angry. He did not want to let the people of Israel go. So God sent Moses to Pharaoh to tell him there 

would be one more plague. This one would be the worst of all. Moses went to Pharaoh and said “The 

Lord God says, about midnight I will go through the land of Egypt, and all the first-born shall die.             

In every house the first-born, the oldest child shall die.” Then Pharaoh was very angry and he sent 

Moses away saying, “Don’t you dare come to see me again.” And Moses replied, “I shall never see you 

again.” Moses knew that this time Pharaoh would let his people go. 

So Moses told the Children of Israel to get ready. God had told him just what they should do. Each family 

must kill a lamb. They must take some of the blood and put it around the outside of the doorway, some 

on each side of the door and some above the door. Then they must go inside and lock the door. Moses 

told them, “God will come to Egypt in the night. In every house in Egypt the first-born shall die. But God 

will pass over every house that has blood around its doorway.”                                                                      

Moses then told his people that they must roast the lamb and eat it that night. They must pack up all 

their things and dress ready to travel. They were to eat the meal that night standing up and ready to go. 

So the people did as Moses told them. Each family killed a lamb. They put the blood on each side and 

above the doorway. They roasted the lamb. They packed all their belongings. They put on their travelling 

clothes, ready to go. Then they ate their dinner, the roasted lamb. 

That night God’s angel of death came to Egypt. The angel of death went to every house. If there was no 

blood on the door, he went in and the oldest child of the family died. If the angel of death saw blood on 

the door, he passed over that house. In the middle of the night the Egyptians awoke. Each family found 

their oldest child dead. Then they moaned and cried. Even Pharaoh found his oldest child, the prince, 

dead. Then Pharaoh sent for Moses in the night. He told Moses to take all the people of Israel and go. 

Pharaoh told them to hurry. He was afraid of God now. The people of Egypt were afraid too. They 

helped the people of Israel to hurry away. They gave then gold and silver and clothing to take away with 

them. 

Everyone had to carry something. Then away they went. They took with them their families, their 

belongings and their livestock and they walked out of Egypt after having lived there for four hundred 

and thirty years. Now they were going back to a land where their ancestors, Abraham and Jacob had 

lived many years before. God told the Children of Israel to never forget that night. Each year on that 

same day they were to have a feast, a Passover Feast to remember what God had done for them. It was 

this same feast that was being celebrated in the Jewish homes on the night that Jesus was taken to be 

crucified. Jesus was that lamb to be killed that night to set His people free from slavery of sin. 


